
DIRECTIONS FOR PETITIONING THE LODGE OF BENEVOLENCE 

FOR RELIEF. 

&e also Book of Constitution.~, Edition 1873, p(lges 96 to 106. 

No ~fn;:on n•gi;itered und<•r the constitution of thn Grand Lo<lge of England >'hall receive the 

benefit of this fund unlrss he havo paid the full consideratiou fee, have been registered in lhe hooks 
of the Grand Lodge, have continued a subscribing member to a 1•ontributiH!! I..o<lge for at least two 

years, and during that period pai<l his quarterly dues to the Fund of Ilenevolr1we. The limitation of 
two years, however, doPs not apply to tlw cases of shipwreck, cnpture ut sen, los" hy fire, or 

breaking or dislocating a limb, fully attested and prm·ed. 

Secrctnrie~, wlw an· by their Lodg<'" Pxempted from the payment of snbscriptio11, shall not 
thereby be di,:qualifie<l from obtaining as"i,.tauce from the l!~uud of Hem•volence, bnt shall lJc 

considered as imbscribing membct'H of their Lodges, thcil' servicc•s being equirnlcnt to subscription ; 

pro,·ided tlwir dues to the Grand Lodge have heen duly paid. 
A ~erving Brother, who ha.., paid, through tho Lodge in which he was initiated, the quarterly 

dues to thl' Fund of Benevolence for four ycm·.s at IC'a,,;t, may be cunsidPrt•d 1•ligiblC' to lie rclien,'<I 

in case of cli:>trcss, in the -;ame manner as if he hail been a regular subscribing mc111lx•r. 
Tho Lo go of D1mevolc11co may also •l'a'l•t.-rolief. to the- iuJia6nt wi1 w, or child, uf a d(>\;ea~t~l 

:\fason who would him-.elf ha>e en qualified to receive n-.si;;tancc; or of a Brother who -.hall haYc 

died within two years from the p<•riod of his iuitiation, or of his Jrn.ving joined an English Lod.~e 

from a Forei~n Lodge, and who shall have ~outinued a subscribing memb~r to the time of his <lecea"''; 
provided the marriage rertificatc and other proper certificates and testimonials he produced. 

Whrn application for relief is made on behalf of children only, such application must be ma<lu 
within two years of tho death of tho father. 

Brethren under the constitution of thr Grand Lodges of Scotland and Ireland, as well as of 

Foreign Grand Lodge,, and members of Colonial Lodges, may be relic' !'<l on the production ol' 

certificntes from their rcspectiYe Grand Loclges, or other suffi<'ient certificat<",, and testimonials to iho 

satisfaction of tho Lodge of Benevolence, and proof of identity an1l <li.,tress, ancl of having paid at 
lo:tst two years' suh~criplion to a regular Lodge, it being under-,tood that in the case of Forei!!n 

Brethren such relief, if t>xceediug Three Pound&, except in case of sicknes,., is intended to as,.;ist the111 
to return to their native ln.nd. 

A'pplications for relief must he bz ~titioJ?, stnti11g the namL; occupation, £!ace of abode, am! 
present c'ircumstance-. of the petitioner; the name and number of the Lodge in which, aml the ti;; 

when he (or the husband or father, in the case of the petition of a widow, child, or children) was 

initiated, and tho other Lodges, if any, which he afterwards joined. Tho applicant, unless <lisablc·cl 

by disease or accident, must sign the petition. 
..:; 
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To e' cry petition mu::t be a<l<lr<l a rl'commcndation, signed in open Lo<lg<', by the master, 

wardens, aml a majority of tho members then prc=-ent, to which the petitioner {or the hu~band or 
father, in tlu• case of the petition of n widow, child, or children.) docs or di1l Lelong, or from some 
other contrihutinrr Lodrr<', cPrtifrin"' that they havp known him to have been in rc1mtable, or at o n .. ~ 

least tolerable, circmnstnnc11-., and that he has been not ]c.,s than two years :m actual contributing 

member, paying tho :.tipulnred suhseription to the funds of a rcgulnr Lodge, as well as quarterage 
to the Fund of Benovole11ce, witl1 such other observations as they mny think proper; or in the 

ca"e of Bretlm.•n under the constitution of the Grand Lodge:; oi Scotlmul or lrelarnl, or of Foreign 

Lodges, ancl tlu• mmnh(•rs of Colonial Lodges, a recommcmlation signed by n Brother registered 

under tl11• <•on,.tilntion of the Grand Lodge of England. 

A visit "hnll be paid to evcr,v np11licant by tl10 Ma--tcr or ilomc mcn1bt·1· of the Lo<lgc, or_ some 
ollwr Brother, who shall <:l'rti(y in writing the re:;ult of his cnquiric,;; ancl in a<hlition, in all town 

<·ttsl'r-, lhc Brothc~r giving the ccrtific:ute, or ::;orne other Brother who hns visited the case, shall atteml 

tho Lodge of Hcnevol<'llC•' 011 tho 1•onsickration of the petition. 
Before the petition of the widow or childrell ... Jui!!' lie taken into consideration, the Grand 

Lodge or othei· M nsonic ccrtifil'ate of the <leC'ea:;ed Brother ,)mil be ch•positL"l with the Grand 

S0crctary, unlc-.:; it shall be :--:1tisfactorily prO\ed that it ha-. been Jo-;!. 

-I\ o pl'tition fur relief :-hall be presenti:;d to tho Lodge of Benernlcnce unle;-;s it ha.- been left 

witl1 the Grarnl Set'rctnry three days :it lca:st prcviou.;ly to their mct1ting. 

No petition shall be read unless the petitioner atteu<l the Lodge of Dencvolenee in person; 
____ e_x_·<X'_ pt in tho Pase of widows and childr._.n and lam• ie-.- im >ri.:on nt or rl'-.idenre in 

the co1mtry beyond the London cli-trict . 
. A Brotlwr, who has hcen relieved, cannot petition a. sec-ond time within one year. .\. widow, 

who has been r1•licH.J, cannot l ·tition again. 

:N.B.-Thc )fo-.ter or \ i,-iting Brother of any Lodge reeommc1Hling a case for relief at the 

Lodge of B1·nernlcnce shall, to the Lest of his information mul holict~ cl•rtify in writing. under his 

~ignntu\·e, to tho actual ron<li1i m of the applicant, his age, profoi:-:-ion OI' call in~, means of subsistence, 

wh:it aid he rec1·ivcs frum his famil,Y, his future prospcds, the position he has held in the Craft, and 

any matter that ma.v guide tho Lodge of Benevolence in n<lj11sling th~' clistribntion of relief from its 

funds. Tho applic·ation of widows or d1il<lren to be acrompanil'd with a. like certificate so far as 

practieable, with tlw probable disposal of the funds if relieved. 

ilUsteiw of Lodge~ or Vi.siting Brethren are earnestly re•111ested lo forward tlie fullest 
parlic11lm.~ of each Ca8e, to enable t!te Lodge of Benevolmre to reli· ee tlie ap1•lica11ts to the utmost 
e.dent of its 111ca11.•. 

Tho )fc1 till!!S of tlto Lodge of Bcncvokncc are helJ on the last lVf<l11esday l,11t one of ewry 

:\fonth, at Six o'Cloek p.m., pre<·isely, and Petition« must bo sent in to the Grand Secretary, 

Frecma,,ons' Ilall, London, W.C., three da~-,, at least prcYiou:- to the Meeting. 
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To prevent mi.~takes in tlie recommendation of petition.~, 

the-:followinp form is propo~al-; whir-It ma.11 be altered as 

rirrun~~trnu:es requfre. (SN Constitution$, po11e 103.) 

'Ve, the nnder::,igne<l. being the master, wanlen::,, and tm\jority of the 

mcmher:-; prc!:'ent, in open Lodge assembled, of Lodge No. 

calle<l and held at 

thb 18 do hereby 

certif)·, that the withiu-name<l petitioner hath been a regnlar contributing ,.._, 

mem.ber, paying the stipulated subscription to this Lodge, for the space 

of years, and that we have known him in reputable circnmstauces, 
~ 

an<l do therefore recommend ftttn. to the Lodge of BcneYolencc for relief, 
~ 

hasiug sati:-.factory grournls for helie,ing the allegations c;et forth in hb 

petition to he hue. 
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